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Read a letter from Natalie Merrill, the Chair of the Executive 

Committee, on page 4. 

The election results for the 2021 ACS Puget Sound Executive 

Committee positions can be viewed on page 7.  See the entire list of 

ACS Puget Sound Executive Committee members on page 30. 

Looking to gain volunteer experience?  Reach out to us through the 

Contact Form.  There are opportunities to get involved with the 

Puget Sound Section.  Read more on page 8. 

Mark Your Calendar!  The 2021 Northwest Regional Meeting is 

planned as a three day, virtual event hosted by Western 

Washington University from May 9-11, 2021.  For those who wish 

to present their research, the abstract submission window will be 

open from  Jan 11, 2021 to February 8, 2021.  Read more about 

Abstract Submission on page 9, Awards on page 20 and Mark Your 

Calendar info on page 24.    Note: The website for NORM 2021 

(http://norm2021.org) is under construction and should be 

available by Jan 11, 2021.   

The ACS Network has been moved onto a new platform.  The ACS 

Puget Sound Section website has not yet been reorganized or 

updated since the move.  More info on page 29. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

JAN 

11 
Executive Committee Meeting 
Time:  7:00pm     
Location:  Virtual Video Conference Only 

JAN 

14 
DIR ZOOM Webinar 
Time:  7:00pm     
Location:  Virtual Event  (See page 14 for details) 

262nd ACS National Meeting - Fall 2021 
Theme:  Resilience of Chemistry  
Location:  Atlanta, Georgia and Online 

AUG 

22 
AUG 

26 

261st ACS National Meeting - Spring 2021 
Theme:  Macromolecular Chemistry: The Second Century   
Location:  Virtual Only 

APR 

5 
APR 

16 

NORM 2021 - Northwest Regional Meeting 
Theme:  Peak Challenges, Oceans of Opportunity 
Location:  Online Event Only 

MAY 

9 
MAY 

11 

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/meetings/national-meeting/about/future-meetings.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/meetings/national-meeting/about/future-meetings.html
https://norm2021.org/
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NEWS BRIEFS 

Introducing Our New Chair 
Natalie A. Merrill | ACS Puget Sound Section Executive Committee Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Merrill earned her B.S. in Chemistry from the University of California at Irvine, where she also attained 

fluency in Spanish, and was pleased to be one of 10 students (of 500) selected for undergraduate hands-on 

Chemistry research with a graduate research group.  Working with Professor A. R. Chamberlins’s group on novel 

anti-virals and natural products led her to take a National Institute of Polymer Science summer position and to 

apply for fellowships in Polymer Science and Polymer Engineering. In the entering class that Fall, she was the 

only female graduate student, amongst 45 students entering the college of Polymer Science and Engineering, at 

The University of Akron, in Akron, Ohio.  The Interdisciplinary study included her favorite elective course, 

“Biochemistry of Nutrition” and an optional summer program in Controlled Release Drug Delivery at MIT.  After 

three years of independent research under a series of fellowships, her thesis published in ’92, entitled 

“Polyphenylquinoxalines and Related Poly(Arylethynes),” on exotic high temperature stable materials useful as 

Stealth Bomber coatings and as membranes for high-tech batteries.   

 

Natalie Merrill is a past award winner of the ACS Division of Organic Chemistry Technical Achievement in 

Organic Chemistry (TAOC) award, and one of four selected panelists for the ACS Presidential Symposium on 

Women in Industrial Chemistry.  Her ACS experience includes chairing a Young Investigator Award session at a 

National ACS Meeting, and POLY, PMSE and DCHAS Division membership.   

[continued on next page…] 

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
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NEWS BRIEFS 

Introducing Our New Chair [continued]   
Natalie A. Merrill | ACS Puget Sound Section Executive Committee Chair 

Natalie’s career has focused on environmentally friendly product innovation, safety training, and manufacturing 

processes, with ten years at Honeywell International, two years at Spartech International before it was 

purchased by PolyOne, four years at General Plastics of Tacoma, consulting with PolyDrop and General 

Dynamics, and more recently working in manufacturing at Metagenics up to April 2020.   

 

Her research interests in new formulations and processes, and safe manufacturing practices have resulted in 

over 20 patents, and seven commercializations including thermal interface materials for Intel which replaced the 

use of elemental Indium; water-resistant foams for military submersible applications; wood-plastic composites; 

radiation curable film; thermo-oxidatively stable materials for aerospace coatings; filled elastomers for tires; 

polyolefin extrusion & thermoforming for ice cream containers; functional adhesives and coatings including 

antibacterial coatings for bandages; amino acid-based polyimine tablets for controlled release drug delivery, 

conductive pastes, and reinforced foams for military aviation parts.   

 

Extracurricular personal achievements have included starting and leading a cycling team four years 

consecutively to raise $94,700.00 total for Multiple Sclerosis (MS), climbing the Nose route of El Capitan (during 

inclement weather), hiking and climbing Half Dome’s Snake Dike route, leading a team over the tyrollean 

traverse on Yosemite’s Lost Arrow Spire climb, ascending a live volcano in Chile and supporting oxygen bottle 

removal and clean-up on Denali’s lower slopes along with the American Alpine Club executive board.  More 

recently, a first ascent photo in Cashmere, WA, was published in “Weekend Rock” a Mountaineers’ book. A new 

route she co-set in Canada on Yak Peak awaits publication.   

 

In her free time, Natalie has enjoyed volunteering with AWIS (the Association of Women in Science), the local 

high school and its Band Program (as Treasurer) and occasional volunteering as a Science Fair Judge. Her 

favorite organization by far is the American Chemical Society, Puget Sound Section where so many like-minded 

and unique individuals gather in support of the Chemical sciences (including Pharma and BioTech, and other 

STEM disciplines which include Chemistry) and champion the practice of Chemistry, it’s practitioners and 

educators; and, to echo the National ACS Vision, “improve people’s lives through the transforming power of 

Chemistry.”  We look forward to a great year ahead in 2021!  Please be sure to step up and volunteer, many 

committees and committee chairs will be appointed at the January meeting, you will find the date and time 

listed within this newsletter. 

[continued on next page…] 

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
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NEWS BRIEFS 

Introducing Our New Chair [continued]   
Natalie A. Merrill | ACS Puget Sound Section Executive Committee Chair 

Comments from the Chair: 

Let’s welcome the new year together with new energy and renewed options to work together.  I look forward to 

partnering with you, our members, and our PSS Executive Committee to offer the best programs and virtual 

events to all our Puget Sound members during these transitional times.  Virtual interactions may provide 

opportunity to increase our visibility within and beyond our section boundaries as we go forward.  We look 

forward to including you, please observe a monthly meeting, join or chair a committee, and consider attending 

our January 14th Panel event on LinkedIn as a Tool, which is advertised within this newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Insights: 

You may be interested in this new study on masks and social distancing in the December 11th Insider newsletter 

from the Mayo Clinic.  Please watch the discussion and simulation videos at your leisure.   

***** 

The American Chemical Society (ACS) Green Chemistry Institute and Beyond Benign recently announced the 

establishment of a new initiative to support green chemistry education: The Green Chemistry Teaching and 

Learning Community.  On the GCTLC platform, community members will be able to readily find vetted 

resources for teaching core chemistry concepts with a green chemistry lens, discuss approaches with like-

minded colleagues, and hear a diversity of ideas needed to advance chemistry education to a place where 

students are prepared to take sustainable action. 

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
https://newsnetwork.mayoclinic.org/discussion/mayo-clinic-research-confirms-critical-role-of-masks-in-preventing-covid-19-infection/
https://newsnetwork.mayoclinic.org/discussion/mayo-clinic-research-confirms-critical-role-of-masks-in-preventing-covid-19-infection/
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NEWS BRIEFS 

2020 ACS Puget Sound Section Election Results 
2020 ACS Puget Sound Section Executive Committee Elections 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nominating Committee | Leonard J. Andrews, Gary Christian, John Macklin, David Munch and Carole Berg 

Tellers | Jonathan Clark and Jennie Mayer 

Questions? | Send any questions here: ACS PSS Election Nominations and Comments Form  

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
https://forms.gle/YC6s7pCPeHNgghpM7
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NEWS BRIEFS 

Volunteer Opportunities 
ACS Puget Sound Section | 2021 Invite Message 

Despite the lack of in-person events, there are opportunities to get involved with the Puget Sound Section in a 

volunteer capacity.  There are roles that are easy and there are roles that involve greater responsibility and 

scope.  Volunteering offers opportunities to add things to your resume, exposes you to networking 

opportunities and gives you opportunities to develop soft skills.  If you have had an extensive career in 

chemistry, you can ’pay-it-forward’ by becoming a mentor for younger chemists.  Volunteering can be a richly 

rewarding activity.     

 

If you are interested, please reach out to us!  There are many 

ways to get in contact with us, but one easy way is through the 

Contact Form.  Learn more about the Puget Sound Section by 

reading our Mission/Vision Statement.  You can get a sense of 

how things operate by reading the ‘Bylaws of the Puget Sound 

Section of the American Chemical Society’*.  Member 

involvement is an important aspect of the continued success of 

the Puget Sound Section. 

 

*Note: There is a committee dedicated to reviewing and proposing revisions to the bylaws this calendar year.  

Please get in contact with us with any suggestions and comments.  Feel free to use the Contact Form for this.  

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
https://forms.gle/SRFRrHDgnFm7AqDv5
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1SesFgwwrJf3aWJ6mpZ6M6uTyXK6Wjexa
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ISxZ4WTL0h4aCtZ7wlwqPd5YicwVK7kW
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ISxZ4WTL0h4aCtZ7wlwqPd5YicwVK7kW
https://forms.gle/SRFRrHDgnFm7AqDv5
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ISxZ4WTL0h4aCtZ7wlwqPd5YicwVK7kW
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1SesFgwwrJf3aWJ6mpZ6M6uTyXK6Wjexa
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NEWS BRIEFS 

Call for Abstracts: NORM 2021 
Northwest Regional Meeting | Peak Challenges, Oceans of Opportunity 

The call for papers for the 75th Northwest Regional Meeting (NORM) has been issued. NORM 2021, Peak 

Challenges, Oceans of Opportunity, will be a three-day ONLINE event hosted by Western Washington University. 

The meeting will take place virtually Sunday, May 9 through Tuesday, May 11, 2021. 

Details, including names and contact information for program and session chairs, can be found on the meeting 

website at https://norm2021.org/.  The final program summary will be published in C&EN in the Spring; the 

online program will be available on 03/16/2021. 

 

The meeting will highlight peak challenges and opportunities in the Pacific Northwest and beyond.  In addition 

to technical symposia and poster sessions, the symposium will feature two plenary lectures, an eminent 

scientist lecture, and a vibrant exposition. 

 

The symposium sessions include “Inorganic: Catalysts, Compounds, and Reactions”; “Cottrell Scholars from the 

Pacific NW and Beyond”; “Natural Products Chemistry in the Northwest”; “Cannabis Chemistry; Oceans of 

Scientific Opportunity”; “Organic Chemistry”; “Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SOTL) at Community 

Colleges”; “Physical Chemistry:  Computational to Experimental”; “Analytical Chemistry”; “Chemistry of Energy”; 

“Materials Chemistry: Chemistry and Applications of Bulk to Quantum Confined Materials”; “Polymer and 

Macromolecular Chemistry”; “Undergraduate Research Symposium”; “Emergent Applications and Results in 

Structural and Chemical Biology”, and “PNW Rising Stars” a celebration of early and mid-career women in the 

NW region, as well as a general poster session comprising these topics. 

 

ACS's Meeting Abstracts Programming System (MAPS) opens on 01/11/2021 for abstracts. Please visit either the 

symposium website or MAPS at maps.acs.org, to submit an abstract. Abstracts are due 02/08/2021. 

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
https://norm2021.org/
maps.acs.org
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NEWS BRIEFS 

Safety Committee   
ACS Puget Sound Section | January 2021 

Chair: Natalie Merrill 

namerrill@gmail.com 

Our Puget Sound Safety Committee is modeled after our National ACS Committee on Chemical Safety, to 

promote safety through education and best practices in academia and industry.  We tailor the activities of our 

Puget Sound Safety Committee to the needs of our members, so please don’t hesitate to reach out with your 

input or needs, by emailing the chair at the contact email(s) given above.  Wishing everyone a safe month! 

In December, the listserv group of all our University and college Lab techs met by ZOOM.  Our local Universities 

offering in person labs have added a new safety guideline pertaining to our daily use of masks in public: 

Facemasks worn during Chemistry lab are discarded when leaving the lab.  Attendance is voluntary and very 

low, with in person labs sometimes having only two students attending.  

In December the annual report of the 2020 Safety Summit was published.  Please find it here at the national ACS 

site: https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/about/governance/committees/chemical-safety/safety-summit.html 

Sample safety guidelines have been published online for all levels of academia and downloadable templates are 

available.  Some of this information has been updated in December 2020: 

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/chemical-safety/teach-and-learn/sample-guidelines.html 

 

Additional Links: 

Academic Laboratory Safety 

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/chemical-safety.html   

Resources for Chemical and Laboratory Safety 

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/chemical-safety/resources.html 

 

Natalie Merrill 

 

ACS Puget Sound Section Safety Committee - since 2018 

Safety is everybody's business: Be safe. Be informed. 

 

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
mailto:namerrill@gmail.com
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/about/governance/committees/chemical-safety/safety-summit.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/chemical-safety/teach-and-learn/sample-guidelines.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/chemical-safety.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/chemical-safety/resources.html
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NEWS BRIEFS 

Sustainability Committee   
ACS Puget Sound Section | January 2021 

ACS is committed to supporting our members and working with partners to address global sustainability 

challenges.  Here in the Puget Sound we are committed to tailoring that approach to local challenges.  Please 

bring opportunities to the attention of your local section Sustainability committee.  

The Call for Abstracts for the 25th Annual Green Chemistry & Engineering Conference will open on January 4, 

2021.  To learn more go to this page and follow links there.  https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/

greenchemistry.html 

At the bottom of the page you can sign up for the Nexus Newsletter of the ACS Green Chemistry Institute, which 

may pique your interest. 

We recently heard from the Portland ACS Local Section and shared with them the 2020 artwork of two students 

who participated and won in last year’s PSS Local Section CCEW Illustrated Poetry contest.  These two poets, 

second and seventh grade students, submitted their “Sticking with Chemistry” Illustrated Poems for us to enjoy 

this month.  “Sticking with Chemistry” was the 2020 theme for National Chemistry Week. These two entries 

each won a local section award from the Portland section. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[continued on next page…] 

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/greenchemistry.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/greenchemistry.html
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NEWS BRIEFS 

Sustainability Committee [continued]   
ACS Puget Sound Section | January 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some recommended links on Sustainability for our interested members: 

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/industry/industry-matters/seeking-sustainability.html  Sustainability 

stories about “taking care of the planet while taking care of business,”.  At the bottom of the page there is a link 

for you to enroll to receive the ACS Industry Matters updates. 

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/sustainability.html  ACS Chemistry and Sustainability.   

Your comments are welcomed. 

Chair: Natalie Merrill, Sustainability Committee, ACS PSS  

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/industry/industry-matters/seeking-sustainability.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/sustainability.html
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NEWS BRIEFS 

National Award Recipients Recognized 
By: Despina Strong 

On Thursday, December 3rd, 2020, the Women Chemists Committee (WCC) in collaboration with three other 

Local Sections from Washington State hosted a successful event (remote) featuring three female chemists from 

our state. The speakers were recipients of recent National Awards. They event reached over 650 individuals on 

the section’s Facebook with 88 people registering for the talks. Over 50 different individuals and groups 

attended the event including ACS members and friends from the East Coast, from Oregon as well as multiple 

local sections from our state.  

Despina Strong, Chair of the Puget Sound Section WCC, welcomed the participants and reviewed the Mission, 

Vision and Goals of the National and Local WCC. She shared some of the national data that shows a disparity in 

awards won by female chemists, especially in the technical categories. She emphasized the need to continue to 

advocate for more nominations for female chemists. She encouraged the participants to nominate a female 

chemist for an award in 2021. 

The first speaker of the evening was Dr. Brandi Cossairt. Dr Cossairt. who is currently a professor at the 

University of Washington, spoke of her research team’s work on nanoscale materials to enable next-generation 

technologies in the diverse areas of displays, lighting, and catalysis. Dr. Cossairt emphasized the importance of 

collaborations in research and highlighted the advancement of science over the centuries saying  quote “we 

have reached the age where we are building things up from the atomic scale”.  Dr. Cossairt was the 2018 

recipient of the prestigious National Fresenius Award. This award is presented annually to an outstanding young 

scientist who has attained national recognition in the areas of research, teaching and/or administration. The first 

award was presented at the National ACS Meeting in 1965 in honor of Carl Remigius Fresenius.  The primary 

sponsor of this award  is Phi Lambda Upsilon Honorary Chemical Society (Phi is for Fresenius). 

The 2020 winner for the Award for Volunteer Service to ACS, Janet Bryan,  was our second speaker. Janet Bryant 

is a retired Research Scientist and long-time project manager at the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory. Janet 

delighted the audience with her lively discussion of her own career as a chemist using chameleon as a 

metaphor. She highlighted the importance of being flexible, and resilient and for building networks. Janet 

attributes some of her success to her long association with ACS. As the 2020 recipient of the Award for 

Volunteer Service to ACS, Janet gave the keynote address during the 2020 ChemLuminary Awards ceremony on 

December 9, 2020. 

[continued on next page…] 

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND


 

 

WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND               14               January 2021  | Vol. 82  No. 1 

NEWS BRIEFS 

National Award Recipients Recognized [continued] 
By: Despina Strong 

The third and final speaker was  Dr. Sue Clark, the 2020 Glenn T. Seaborg Award for Nuclear Chemistry. Dr. Clark 

is the Chief Science and Technology Officer and a Battelle Fellow in the Energy and Environment Directorate at 

Pacific Northwest National Laboratory. She holds a joint appointment at Washington State University, where she 

is a Regents Distinguished Professor of Chemistry. She is an internationally renowned environmental 

radiochemist with a research focus on actinides in the environment, the chemistry of high-level radioactive 

waste systems, and radioanalytical chemistry. Dr. Clark discussed the challenges of working in complex 

environments where the behavior of chemicals and mixtures is unpredictable. The Glenn T. Seaborg Award for 

Nuclear Chemistry is currently sponsored by the ACS Division of Nuclear Chemistry & Technology. It’s presented 

annually to recognize outstanding contributions to nuclear or radiochemistry or to their applications. The award 

was established in 1953 in honor of Glenn Seaborg, winner of the 1951 Nobel Prize in Chemistry.  

Despina Strong wishes to thank the WCC members who helped with the planning of the event. Catherine Clark 

(WWU), Jo Crane (UPS), Charity Lovitt (UW -Bothell), Andrea Munro (PLU), Natalie Merrill (Interim Chair-Elect) 

and Garima Thakur (SoundBio Lab). Sincere thanks also to Megan Nims (Richland Section -WCC) and Hannah 

Hefely (Portland Section-WCC) for publicizing the event in their areas. 

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
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NEWS BRIEFS 

Diversity Book Discussion Group 
By: Despina Strong  

The inaugural meeting (remote) of the 

Diversity Book Discussion Group was 

held on December 8, 2020. Despina 

Strong organized the event and 

moderated the discussion on behalf of 

the ACS Puget Sound Section Diversity, 

Inclusion and Respect Committee.  

 

In his book Whistling Vivaldi, Claude M. 

Steele sheds new light on racial and 

gender gaps in test scores and offers a 

plan for mitigating the “stereotype threats”. A group of 11 ACS members and friends met on December 8 to 

discuss the book, their own experience, and have a conversation on these important issues of our time. 

 

Participants described a memory about an identify contingency, a notion that Steele coined in his book. Some 

members shared their experience where their “minority” status affected them negatively while others 

acknowledged the privilege of their social identities and how the book helped them understand the current 

issues more clearly.  

 

Members with experience in academia shared their efforts to overcome what Steele calls the “deficit”  model.  

More academics are learning how to move away from what’s wrong with a student and ignore the contexts in 

which the student is trying to function and instead use techniques that focus on student strengths.    

 

Everyone said they would recommend the book and developed an elevator speech to describe it to others. One 

member plans to ask her grandchildren to read the book because she feels it will help them have a better 

college experience.  

 

The next book discussion is on Tuesday, February 9, 2021 at 7 pm. The group will discuss Ibram X. Kendi’s  “How 

to Be an Antiracist”. Please join us. All invited. 

 

For more information about how to join the group, please email strongdespina@gmail.com.  

  

   

  

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
mailto:strongdespina@gmail.com
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DIR ZOOM Webinar 
January 14, 2021 | 7:00-8:00pm 

  

 

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
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NEWS BRIEFS 

ACS U.S. National Chemistry Olympiad (USNCO) 
Annual, Multi-tiered Competition for High School Students 

The U.S. Chemistry Olympiad (USNCO) is an annual, multi-tiered competition for high school students.  The 

Puget Sound Section proctors the Local Examination in March followed by the National Examination in April. 

Winners of the National Examination move on to compete at the international level in the International 

Chemistry Olympiad (IChO) in July. 

The Local Examination is used to select the finalists that will move on to the national level of the Chemistry 

Olympiad (i.e the National Examination).  For 2020, the Puget Sound Section of the ACS was allowed a maximum 

of 13 finalists to move on to the national level.  There is a limit of 2 finalists per school. 

 

 

 

 

Please contact Dr. Clarita Bhat (cbhat@shoreline.edu) with any questions. 

More information about the local and national exams can be found at: 

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/students/highschool/olympiad.html 

 

Younger Chemists Committee 
Puget Sound Section YCC Meetings 

The YCC advocates for and provides resources to early-

career chemists and professionals in the chemical 

sciences and related fields. If you may not be an 'early-

career professional', the YCC still welcomes you to help 

ignite the curiosity and success of young minds.  

 

We would love to have you join us every month and 

learn how you can get involved with your local ACS 

section! Anybody is welcome to attend these meetings 

so please feel free to invite your friends/colleagues.  

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/students/highschool/olympiad.html


 

 

WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND               18               January 2021  | Vol. 82  No. 1 

SCIENCE CAFÉS 

Science Cafés 
Grassroots Speaker Events Open to the Public 

Science Cafés are gatherings open to the public held in pubs, restaurants, or bookstores where non-scientists 

can meet and talk with scientists about the latest issues in an informal atmosphere.  There is no central 

organization for these grassroots Science Cafes which reflect their focus on local communities. You can learn 

more at: http://www.sciencecafes.org/ 

  

Science in the City 
Lectures by the Pacific Science Center 

The Pacific Science Center organizes an excellent Science Lecture series.   The lectures are free and open to the 

public.  They are held at the Pacific Science Center in Seattle, WA.  

Website: https://www.pacificsciencecenter.org/science-in-the-city/ 

 

Science on Tap  
Seattle Science Café 

Science on Tap events are free and open to the public.  

Website: http://www.scienceontap.org/ 

 

Olympia Science Café   
Science Café in Olympia, WA 

 

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
http://www.sciencecafes.org/
https://www.pacificsciencecenter.org/science-in-the-city/
http://www.scienceontap.org/
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SCHOLARSHIPS, GRANTS & AWARDS 

Puget Sound Section | Awards and Scholarships 
The ACS PSS Education Committee offers the following awards and scholarships:  

K-12 Educator Grants, up to $500.  

 Grant applications are accepted at any time during the year. Click on the application link for details.  

 Application Form: (Word) (PDF)  Applications are accepted until funds are spent. 

2-year College Student Scholarships (William J Wasserman Memorial Scholarship), $1500.  

 Click on the following links for the application forms, due dates and other details.  

 Application Form: (Word) (PDF)    Application Deadline: TBA 

 (Puget Sound Section Colleges List) 

4-year College Student Scholarships (Julia Ann Rutherford Memorial Scholarship), $1500.  

 Click on the following links for the application forms, due dates and other details.  

 Application Form: (Word) (PDF)   Application Deadline: TBA 

 (Puget Sound Section Colleges List) 

High School Teacher of the Year Award, $250 plus $750 for Chemistry Lab Supplies. 

The Section accepts nominations from January 1 - April 30 each year and selects one teacher for this award.  

 Nomination Form: (Word) (PDF)  Application Deadline: TBA 

ACS Student Affiliate Chapter Grants for activities and/or travel, up to $500. 

 A request must be submitted to the Executive Committee with details well in advance of the need.  

 Funding is limited and may be granted on a first come first served basis.  

 Application Form: (Word)  Applications are accepted until funds are spent. 

The committee welcomes new members! Please contact us if you are interested in joining.  

Our current committee members are: Leonard Andrews, Sailaja Arungundram, Clarita Bhat, Gwen 

Gross, Jennie Mayer (Chair), David Munch, Despina Strong, Alicia Taylor, Lauren Wugalter, Amar 

Yahiaoui and Kirby Zornes  

Note: Forms, lists, etc. have not been fully updated for 2021. 

Please send us a message or email Jennie Mayer (Education Committee Chair; 
jennie.mayer@bellevuecollege.edu) with any questions. 

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
https://drive.google.com/open?id=121kYAIBCfFS1HJWuhLO8U5aafVru9Jr0
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1MQxwBgQ2iSoPhld8lbwVaLc5xMqaQG3L
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1tdxOyx9d49Bx0Dl0KGHz4JQUqqBQ71UP
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1HfcQ44t1Z2nVr_EUOUixu4BrxoMDkzOg
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1u6QBGJg71afIWsij7j_B-gkiyoZB3Jrm
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1tdxOyx9d49Bx0Dl0KGHz4JQUqqBQ71UP
https://forms.gle/SRFRrHDgnFm7AqDv5
https://forms.gle/SRFRrHDgnFm7AqDv5
mailto:jennie.mayer@bellevuecollege.edu
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SCHOLARSHIPS, GRANTS & AWARDS 

NORM 2021 Awards | Nominations Open 
Nominations are now being accepted for the NORM 2021 Awards 
The website for NORM 2021 (http://norm2021.org/awards) is under construction and should be available by Jan 

15, 2021.  Details about the awards will be posted on the website.  Send all questions and comments to the 

Awards Chairman: Dr. Serge Smirnov (Sergey.Smirnov@wwu.edu) 

 

Stanley C. Israel Regional Award for Advancing Diversity in the Chemical Sciences 

Recognizes individuals and/or institutions who have advanced diversity in the chemical 

sciences and significantly stimulated or fostered activities that promote inclusiveness within 

the region. (Apply through the ACS website) 

Nomination Deadline: March 1, 2021 

 

Glenn and Jane Crosby Northwest Region Award for Excellence in High School Teaching 

Recognizes, encourages, and stimulates outstanding teachers of high school chemistry in the 

Northwest Region. (Application Form) 

Nomination Deadline: March 1, 2021 

 

E. Ann Nalley Northwest Regional Award for Volunteer Service to the ACS 

Recognizes the volunteer efforts of individuals who have served the American Chemical 

Society, contributing significantly to the goals and objectives of the Society through their 

regional activities.  (Application Form) 

Nomination Deadline: March 1, 2021 

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
http://norm2021.org/awards
mailto:Sergey.Smirnov@wwu.edu
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/funding-and-awards/awards/other/diversity/stan-israel-award.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J3xuPkVi7VUeqDmUBx2yIvHVLOrce0vV/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kOBjuDRh1WCzFgtcaVhy3x1e2X-ZoBFa/view?usp=sharing
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SCHOLARSHIPS, GRANTS & AWARDS 

Heros in Chemistry Award  
National American Chemical Society Award 

Heroes of Chemistry is an annual award sponsored by the American Chemical Society 

that recognizes talented industrial chemical scientists whose work has led to the 

development of successful commercialized products ingrained with chemistry for the 

benefit of humankind. 

The nomination period for the 2021 Heroes of Chemistry Award opened November 1, 2020 and will close on 

February 1, 2021. 

For more information on the application process, please visit the Nominations Procedures page.  You can also  

email chemhero@acs.org. 

 

ACS-HACH Professional Development Grants   
Professional Development Grants for High School Teachers  

The application period for the ACS-Hach Professional Development 

Grant is currently open. With this grant, high school chemistry teachers 

can request up to $1,500 to pursue opportunities that advance their 

professional development and enhance the teaching and learning of 

chemistry. Applications are accepted between October 15-January 4 

annually. 

 

 

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/funding-and-awards/awards/industry/heroes.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/funding-and-awards/awards/industry/heroes/procedures.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/funding-and-awards/hachprograms/acs-hach-professional-development-grant.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/funding-and-awards/hachprograms/acs-hach-professional-development-grant.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/funding-and-awards/hachprograms/acs-hach-professional-development-grant.html
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SCHOLARSHIPS, GRANTS & AWARDS 

The Pauling Award 
Linus Pauling Medal Award 
The Linus Pauling Medal Award is jointly sponsored by the Puget Sound, Portland and Oregon Local Sections.  It 

is presented in recognition of outstanding achievement in chemistry. 

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND


 

 

WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND               23               January 2021  | Vol. 82  No. 1 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

261st ACS National Meeting | Spring 2021 
April 5-16, 2021 | Virtual Only 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pacifichem 2021: A Creative Vision for the Future 
December 16-21, 2021 | Honolulu, Hawaii  

Pacifichem is a conference that is organized by seven host societies, including the American Chemical Society.   

Learn more on the Pacifichem website:  https://pacifichem.org/ 

 

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
https://pacifichem.org/
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/meetings/acs-meetings.html
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

2021 ACS Northwest Regional Meeting 
NORM 2021 | Peak Challenges, Oceans of Opportunity | May 9-11, 2021 

The 2021 Northwest Regional Meeting will be hosted by Western Washington University.  The meeting will be 

fully online and will include technical symposia, poster sessions, and a vibrant exposition.  Thanks to generous 

sponsors, student registration for NORM 2021 will be FREE and only a nominal registration fee will charged for 

other attendees. 

Find more info on the NORM 2021 website and the NORM 2021 Facebook page. 

  

 

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
https://norm2021.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NORM2021
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CAREER RESOURCES 

ACS Career Resources 
Powerful Career Advancement Tools 

Many opportunities and career resources are available on the ACS website for 

ACS members!  Check them out! 

ACS Career Resources 

ACS Career Consulting 

ACS National Job Postings (C&EN)  

 

ACS Puget Sound Section Career Event 
Annual Event Focused on Chemistry Careers 

The Puget Sound Section hosts a Career Event each year (usually held in February) at a local business or 

governmental facility.  These events present great opportunities to see the scope of the activities of the hosting 

organizations.  The event is recommended for all undergraduate science students.  Admission is free.  The event 

is open to all, however, space is usually limited and registration is required.  Keep an eye out for future 

announcements and details regarding the next event.   

 

 

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/careers.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/careers/personal-career-consulting.html
http://chemistryjobs.acs.org/jobs
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/careers.html
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JOB POSTINGS 

Example Job Position Title 
Company or Organization Name | City, State  | ACS PSS Posting Date: mm/dd/yyyy 

Short description of the job position.   

Instructor and Lab Coordinator, Organic Chemistry 
University of Portland | Portland, Oregon | ACS PSS Posting Date: 12/27/2020 

The Department of Chemistry at the University of Portland invites applicants for an Instructor position to begin 

August 15, 2021. Primary teaching responsibilities will consist of three organic chemistry courses (laboratory 

and lecture) per semester. The successful candidate will also have administrative responsibilities to coordinate 

the organic chemistry laboratory courses, which includes curriculum development, supervision of laboratory 

preparation, ordering chemicals and supplies, compliance with waste disposal regulations, and hiring and 

supervision of adjunct instructors and student teaching assistants.  The position is open now; to receive full 

consideration, please submit a completed application by February 1, 2021.  For more information and to apply 

for this position: https://up.hiretouch.com/job-details?jobid=66190 

Assistant Professor of Chemistry 
Columbia Basin College | Pasco, WA | ACS PSS Posting Date: 12/27/2020 

 

Assistant Professor of Chemistry 
Pacific Lutheran University | Tacoma, WA | ACS PSS Posting Date: 09/11/2020 

The Chemistry Department at Pacific Lutheran University (PLU) seeks to hire a tenure-track Assistant Professor 
to teach both upper- and lower- division courses, including analytical chemistry. We prefer candidates that have 
skills using and troubleshooting instrumentation and that have either post-doctoral research experience or 
experience conducting research with undergraduates. The successful applicant will be expected to develop a 
vibrant research program with external funding involving undergraduate students. Additional responsibilities 
will include mentoring and advising as well as service on academic committees. The department (http://
www.plu.edu/chemistry/) offers ACS-certified degrees. Instrumentation and resources include 500 MHz FT-
NMR, AFM, GC/MS, HPLC, FTIR, Raman, UV/VIS, ICP-MS, GPC, a glovebox, potentiostats, and a variety of 
computational chemistry software. 

Job Posting Key 

The job position title will  

include a hyperlink to any pertinent 

web posting for the position, if 

available. 

The company or organization’s 

name will include a hyperlink 

to their website. 

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
https://up.hiretouch.com/job-details?jobid=66190
https://www.up.edu/index.html
https://up.hiretouch.com/job-details?jobid=66190
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/columbiabasin/jobs/2922510/assistant-professor-of-chemistry-full-time-tenure-track?pagetype=promotionalJobs
https://www.columbiabasin.edu/
https://employment.plu.edu/postings/6162
https://www.plu.edu/
http://www.plu.edu/chemistry/
http://www.plu.edu/chemistry/
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JOB POSTINGS 

Post Your Job Here! 
Advertise With Us | Puget Sound Region, WA 

Job postings are free of charge, highly customizable and are open to companies, academic institutions and 
governmental organizations.  The newsletter is sent out once a month, usually on the first day of the month, to a 
large number of people in the Puget Sound region.  The monthly deadline to submit content varies from month 
to month, but is often based around the second to last Friday of the month.   
 
Typical job post content includes the position title, a link to the job description, the organization’s name, a link 
to the organization’s website, the city/state where the position is based and a short description.  You can also 
include other customization such as a company logo. 
 
Note: Job postings should be related in some manner to chemistry, but this is interpreted fairly broadly.  Job 
postings for positions that are in chemical engineering, pharma, biochemistry, materials science, etc. are 
definitely welcome.  Non-chemistry positions in companies that are actively engaged in the chemical sciences 
(e.g. management positions in a chemicals company) are accepted as well. 
 

- 
 

Contact Jonathan Clark, the Newsletter Editor, for details regarding advertising in the newsletter.   
Sending a general message through the Contact Form is an excellent first step. 

 
 
 

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
https://www.plu.edu/
https://forms.gle/SRFRrHDgnFm7AqDv5
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MEMBER BENEFITS 

Join the American Chemical Society! 
The American Chemical Society (ACS) was founded in  1876 

“With more than 150,000 members, the American Chemical Society (ACS) is the world’s largest scientific society 

and one of the world’s leading sources of authoritative scientific information.“  (ACS Fast Facts) 

Watch a video about the American Chemical Society here.  Read  about the history of ACS here. 

American Chemical Society Website 

Membership Categories and Dues/Application Process 

Member Benefits 

ACS National Strategic Plan  

Join ACS 

American Chemical Society Resources  
Helpful Information, Services and Resources 

List of ACS Member Benefits, Resources and Links  

ACS Local Section Information 

ACS Technical Division Information 

ACS Publications (High Quality Publications)  

Chemical & Engineering News (C&EN)   and  C&EN Webinars 

ACS Webinars (Webinars on Chemistry Themed Topics) 

ACS Pressroom 

ACS Orbitals: Chemistry Podcasts 

ACS Network (Recently Updated) 

ACS National and Regional Meetings 

ACS Public Policy Fellowships 

ACS Project SEED Program (Summer Experiences for the Economically Disadvantaged)  

National Chemistry Olympiads 

ACS Scholars Program  

ACS Get Experience 

ACS Student Chapters (Chemistry Clubs) 

Sustainability Resources 

The Yellowbook 

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/about/aboutacs.html
https://player.vimeo.com/video/36990661
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/about/history.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en.html
http://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/membership-and-networks/acs/join/categoriesprocess.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/membership/member-benefits.html
http://strategy.acs.org/
https://join.acs.org/
https://communities.acs.org/docs/DOC-72601-acs-member-benefits-and-resources
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/membership-and-networks/ls.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/membership-and-networks/join.html
https://pubs.acs.org/
https://cen.acs.org/index.html
http://cen.acs.org/media/webinar.html
http://acswebinars.org/
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/pressroom.html
http://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/pressroom/podcasts.html
https://communities.acs.org/
http://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/meetings.html
http://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/policy/policyfellowships.html
http://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/students/highschool/seed.html
http://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/students/highschool/olympiad.html
http://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/funding-and-awards/scholarships/acsscholars.html
https://getexperience.acs.org/
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/students/college/studentaffiliates.html
http://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/sustainability.html
https://www.yellowbook.acs.org
https://join.acs.org/
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PUGET SOUND SECTION 

ACS Puget Sound Section 
Founded in 1909, the Puget Sound Section has a rich history 

The Puget Sound Section (PSS) is one of many ACS Local Sections.  The PSS has a little more than 1,900 members 

(source) in a region stretching from the mouth of the Columbia River in the southwest corner of Washington 

State up into British Columbia and eastward to the Columbia past Ellensburg.  One out of five members lives in 

Canada.  The Puget Sound Section was chartered in 1909.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Website: https://www.acs.org/pugetsound 

Website (full URL): https://communities.acs.org/t5/Puget-Sound-Local-Section/gh-p/puget-sound 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/AmericanChemicalSocietyPugetSoundSection  

LinkedIn Group: https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12010252/  

Note: In July 2019, the ACS Puget Sound Section website was moved to its new home on the ACS Network. 

The ACS Network has recently undergone a major transition to a new hosting platform.  The Puget Sound 

Section website content has not yet been fully reorganized or updated for 2021. 

ACS Local Section Map 

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/membership-and-networks/ls.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/membership-and-networks/ls/size-categories-of-local-section.html
https://www.acs.org/pugetsound
https://communities.acs.org/t5/Puget-Sound-Local-Section/gh-p/puget-sound
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanChemicalSocietyPugetSoundSection
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12010252/
https://www.acs.org/content/dam/acsorg/membership/ls/acs-local-section-map.pdf
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ROSTER 

Position Election Year Name 

Chair N/A Natalie Merrill 

Chair-Elect Annually Curtis Deer 

Past Chair N/A Jennifer Marsalla 

Secretary Annually Michael Meechan  

Treasurer Annually Sheri Tonn 

Newsletter Editor N/A Jonathan Clark 

Councilor Position 1 2023 David Patrick  

Alternate Councilor Position 1 2023 Charity Lovitt 

Councilor Position 2 2021 Gary Christian 

Alternate Councilor Position 2 2021 John Macklin  

Councilor Position 3 2022 Craig Fryhle  

Alternate Councilor Position 3 2022 Carole Berg 

Councilor Position 4 2023 Dharshi Bopegedera 

Alternate Councilor Position 4 2023 Grady Blacken 

Councilor Position 5 2021 Despina Strong  

Alternate Councilor Position 5 2021 Natalie Merrill 

Contact Information 

Contact Form 

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
https://forms.gle/SRFRrHDgnFm7AqDv5
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OTHER OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEERS 

Position Name 

Awards Committee* Chair Vacant 

Career Event Committee Chair TBA 

Chemistry Olympiad (UNSCO) Coordinator TBA 

Communications Committee Chair TBA 

Earth Day Committee Chair TBA 

Education Committee* Chair TBA 

Employment Committee* Chair Vacant 

Finance Committee* Chair TBA 

Hospitality Committee* Chair TBA 

Pauling Medal Symposium Committee Chair TBA 

Long-Range Planning Committee* Chair TBA 

Membership Committee* Chair Vacant 

National Chemistry Week Committee Chair Vacant 

Nominating Committee Chair TBA 

Professional Relations & Status  

Committee* Chair 
Vacant 

Program Committee* Chair TBA 

Public Affairs Committee* Chair Vacant 

Public Relations Committee* Chair TBA 

Regional Activities Committee* Chair Vacant 

Safety Committee Chair TBA 

Senior Chemists Committee Chair TBA 

Sustainability Committee Chair TBA 

Undergraduate Research Symposium  

Committee Chair 
TBA 

Webmaster TBA 

Women Chemists Committee Chair TBA 

Younger Chemists Committee Chair TBA 

*Standing Committee (per the bylaws) 

http://WWW.ACS.ORG/PUGETSOUND
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ISxZ4WTL0h4aCtZ7wlwqPd5YicwVK7kW


 

 

http://www.acs.org/

